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(1) Evaluation (including research of 
an evaluative nature) of the perform-
ance of Government programs or 
projects or grantee activity initiated 
by the funding agency for its direct 
benefit or use. 

(2) Technical assistance rendered to 
the Government, or on behalf of the 
Government, to any third party, in-
cluding those receiving grants or coop-
erative agreements. 

(3) Surveys, studies, and research 
which provide specific information de-
sired by the Government for its direct 
activities, or for dissemination to the 
public. 

(4) Consulting services or profes-
sional services of all kinds if provided 
to the Government or, on behalf of the 
Government, to any third party. 

(5) Training projects where the Gov-
ernment selects the individuals or spe-
cific groups whose members are to be 
trained or specifies the content of the 
curriculum (not applicable to fellow-
ship awards.) 

(6) Planning for Government use. 
(7) Production of publications or 

audiovisual materials required pri-
marily for the conduct of the direct op-
erations of the Government. 

(8) Design or development of items 
for Government use or pursuant to 
agency definition or specifications. 

(9) Conferences conducted on behalf 
of the Government. 

(10) Generation of management infor-
mation or other data for Government 
use. 

307.7002 Procedures. 
(a) OPDIV program officials should 

use existing budget and program plan-
ning procedures to propose new activi-
ties and major changes in ongoing pro-
grams. It is the responsibility of these 
program officials to meet with the HCA 
and the principal grants management 
official, or their designees, to distin-
guish the relationships and determine 
whether award is to be made through 
the acquisition process or assistance 
process. This determination should be 
made prior to the time when the an-
nual acquisition plan is reviewed and 
approved so that the plan will reflect 
all known proposed contract actions. 
The cognizant contracting officer will 
confirm the appropriateness of the use 

of the contract instrument when re-
viewing the request for contract. 

(b) Shifts from one award instrument 
to another must be fully documented 
in the appropriate files to show a fun-
damental change in program purpose 
that unequivocally justifies the ration-
ale for the shift. 

(c) OPDIVs must ensure that the 
choice of instrument is determined in 
accordance with 31 U.S.C. 6301–6308 and 
applicable departmental policies. If, 
however, there are major individual 
transactions or programs which con-
tain elements of both acquisition and 
assistance in such a way that they can-
not be characterized as having a prin-
cipal purpose of one or the other, guid-
ance should be obtained from the Di-
rector, OAMP, through normal chan-
nels, before proceeding with a deter-
mination. 

(d) Any public notice, program an-
nouncement, solicitation, or request 
for applications or proposals must indi-
cate whether the intended relationship 
will be one of acquisition or assistance 
and specify the award instrument to be 
used. 

Subpart 307.71—Requests for 
Contract 

307.7100 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart prescribes the format 

and contents of the request for con-
tract (RFC) and provides procedures for 
its preparation and submission. 

307.7101 General. 
The program office’s preparation of 

the RFC and submission to the con-
tracting office completes the 
presolicitation phase of the acquisition 
planning process and commences the 
solicitation phase. The RFC is the for-
mal document which initiates the prep-
aration of the solicitation by the con-
tracting office and sets the acquisition 
process in motion. It is the result of 
the planning by the project officer and 
contracting officer and contains much 
of the pertinent information necessary 
for the development of a sound, com-
prehensive solicitation. 

307.7102 Procedures. 
The program office should submit the 

RFC to the contracting office no later 
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than the date agreed to by the con-
tracting officer and the project officer 
in the milestone schedule (see 
307.104(h)), unless a revised due date 
has been established by mutual agree-
ment. 

307.7103 Responsibilities. 

(a) It is the responsibility of the 
project officer to prepare the RFC so 
that it complies with the requirements 
of this subpart and any OPDIV guid-
ance issued in accordance with this 
subpart. 

(b) Prior to the submission of the 
RFC to the contracting office, the head 
of the program office sponsoring the 
project shall review the RFC to ensure 
that all required information is pro-
vided in the prescribed format, and a 
technical review of the statement of 
work has been made. The level and ex-
tent of the technical review is to be 
commensurate with the estimated cost, 
importance, and complexity of the pro-
posed acquisition, and must be thor-
ough enough to ensure that vague and 
ambiguous language is eliminated, the 
statement of work is structured by 
phases or tasks, if appropriate, and 
methods are available for assessing the 
contractor’s technical, cost, and deliv-
ery performance. 

307.7104 Transmittal. 

The RFC must be conveyed to the 
contracting office by use of a covering 
memorandum or other form of trans-
mittal. The transmittal document 
must be signed by the head of the spon-
soring program office and include both 
a statement attesting to the conclu-
siveness of the review described in 
307.7103(b) and a list identifying all at-
tachments to the RFC. 

307.7105 Format and content. 

The Department does not prescribe a 
standard format for the RFC. A format 
similar to what is in this section is rec-
ommended. However, any document or 
group of documents will be acceptable 
as an RFC as long as all of the required 
information (paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion), and as much of the optional in-
formation (paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion) as is relevant, is included. 

(a) The RFC must include: 

(1) Purpose of the contract. A brief, 
general description of the requirement, 
including the citation of the legisla-
tion which authorizes the program or 
project, and a statement as to the in-
tended purpose/use of the proposed con-
tract. 

(2) Period of performance. The number 
of months (or other time period) re-
quired for total performance and, if ap-
plicable, for each phase of work indi-
cated in the statement of work, as well 
as the proposed starting date. 

(3) Estimated cost and funds citation. 
An estimate of the total cost of the 
proposed contract and, if applicable, 
the estimate for each phase indicated 
in the statement of work. The project 
officer must provide a cost breakdown 
of all contributing cost factors, an esti-
mate of the technical staff hours, di-
rect material, subcontracting, travel, 
etc., and may consult with contracting 
and cost advisory personnel in devel-
oping this information. This section 
must include the certification of funds 
availability for the proposed acquisi-
tion, along with the appropriation and 
accounting information citations. 
When funds for the proposed acquisi-
tion are not currently available for ob-
ligation but are anticipated, a state-
ment of intent to commit funds from 
the financial management officer shall 
be included in lieu of the certification 
of funds availability. (Contracts cannot 
be awarded unless funds are available, 
but see FAR 32.703–2). 

(4) Specification, purchase description, 
or statement or work. A description of 
the work to be performed that may be 
in the form of a specification, purchase 
description, or statement of work. 
Guidance concerning the statement of 
work and its contents is contained in 
307.7106. Use of the specification is pri-
marily limited to supply or service 
contracts where the material end item 
or service to be delivered is well de-
fined by the Government. To the max-
imum extent possible, requirements 
should be defined as performance-based 
statements of work that focus on out-
comes or results. If the RFC for a serv-
ice contract is not utilizing a perform-
ance-based statement of work, with as-
sociated measures and a quality sur-
veillance plan, the rationale for this 
determination must be documented. If 
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